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there is nothing to shock the imagination in a mira-
culous interference twice or thrice, as well as once.
What never has yet happened is improbable in a sense
quite distinct from that in which a thing is improbable
which has before now happened ; the improbability of
the latter class of facts may be greater or less, it may
be very great; but whatever the strength of the im-
probability, it is different in kind from the improba-
bility attaching to such as admit of being called
impossible by those who reject them.

8. It may be urged in reply, that the precedent of
Scripture is no special recommendation of Ecclesias-
tical Miracles; for the abstract argument against
miracles, as such, has little or no force, as soon as the
mere doctrine of a Creator and Supreme Governor is
admitted, and even prior to any reference to inspired
history; that there is no question among religious
men of the existence of a Cause adequate to the
production of miracles anywhere or at any period;
the question rather is whether He will work them;
whether the Ecclesiastical Miracles themselves, being
what and when they were, are probable, not whether
there is a general presumption against them all simply
as miracles; on the other hand, that while the Scrip-
ture Miracles avail little as a precedent for subsequent
miracles, as miracles, for no precedent is wanted, they
do actually tend to discredit them, as being subsequent,
for from the nature of the case irregularities can be